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Cottage Grove Reports
Community Center Referendum Spotlight: Financing

Absentee Voting
Continues Through Nov. 1
Absentee voting began Friday,
Sept. 17 and continues through
Nov 1. Any Washington County
resident who is an eligible voter
can vote early at one of five
locations. The Cottage Grove
in-person absentee and ballot
drop-off site is located at the
Washington County South
Service Center at 13000 Ravine
Parkway. The location is open
Monday-Friday from 8:00 a.m.
to 4:30 p.m. It will also be open
on Saturday, Oct. 30 from 8:00
a.m. to 3:00 p.m. and Monday,
Nov. 1 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. For more information on
absentee voting and the election,
residents are encouraged to call
Washington County Elections at
651-430-6790 or visit the website
located at: co.washington.
mn.us/667/elections.
You can find your polling place
by visiting: pollfinder.sos.state.
mn.us

This month we’d like to share financial
information regarding the Community
Center referendum you’ll be voting on in
November. On the ballot, you’ll see the
cost will not exceed $39.2 million dollars,
if approved. Here’s how the construction
costs would break down:
• $7.3 million for the building
• $16.3 million for the outdoor
aquatic center
• $4.5 million for the sports dome
• $6.8 million for site acquisition and
development
• $4.3 million in design, furnishings
and contingency costs
The funding source, if approved by voters,
would come in the form of General
Obligation Bonds. The City would begin
selling approximately 25% of those bonds
in 2022, and the remaining 75% in 2023.
The impact on the taxpayer varies based
on the value of your home. A family
owning a $300,000 property in the City
would see a tax increase of $14 per
month. For a deeper look at the tax

impact, please visit cottagegrovemn.gov/
community center.
There are two additional questions we
often get. Will Cottage Grove residents
be required to pay daily user fees? The
answer is yes, but residents will receive
discounted rates. This is like any other
community center or aquatic facility in
our area in that those fees pay for things
like staffing, utilities, supplies, programs
and events. Those daily user fees will be
determined by comparing to our local
market in 2024, when the center would
be completed.
The other question we often receive is
how will the City cover operational costs?
It is estimated that starting in 2024, all
homeowners will pay an additional $1 per
month to cover operational costs.
The numbers may seem like a lot to
digest. We want to make sure you have a
full picture of what you’ll be voting on. If
you have any questions please share them
with us by emailing communitycenter@
cottagegrovemn.gov.

Meet Our New Community
Development Director
Christine Costello began her position in early
September. Previously, Christine served as
Economic Development Director for five years,
right here in Cottage Grove. As Community
Development Director, she’ll lead the City’s
planning process while supervising the planning,
building inspections and code enforecement
divisions. We are very excited to retain Christine
on our staff and welcome her to this new position!
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Halloween Safety

Halloween is a fun and spooky time of the year for kids. Children dressed as monsters
trick-or-treating, jack-o-lanterns, and other festive decorations are symbols of the
changing seasons and classic hallmarks of Fall. Unfortunately, these Halloween activities
and symbols present lurking fire dangers that have the risk to become truly scary. Make
Halloween safe for your little monsters by following a few simple safety tips:

Food Scraps Recycling
at Public Works
Do you recycle table scraps and
other compostable items? Well,
here is some good news! The
Public Works facility located at
8635 West Point Douglas Road
has a compost dumpster located
behind the building. Just toss the
compostable bag (not a plastic
bag) into the dumpster and grab
a new one, which are available
for free at the drop-off site. If
you want to start leading a more
sustainable lifestyle and are
interested in composting, counter
top recycling bins are located in
the lobby of Public Works and
City Hall and are free for Cottage
Grove residents. Just stop by
during business hours to pick one
up.
Examples of compostable scraps
and items include:
•
•
•
•
•

Fruits and vegetables
Meat, fish, poultry and bones
Eggs and egg shells
Bread, pasta, beans and rice
Paper towels, napkins and
tissues
• Pizza delivery boxes
For a full list of what is and isn’t
acceptable for composting, visit
cottagegrovemn.gov/foodscraps.

Fall Yard Waste Options
The warmer temps
are finally cooling
down and it’s only
a matter of time
until Fall clean-up
begins. Here’s a
few tips to help you
beautify your lawn this season:
• Rake and bag leaves throughout
your yard, under trees, along the
curb and on top of storm drain inlets
• Mulch any strays with your mower
Don’t forget! It’s illegal to throw yard
waste into garbage bins. Instead, visit
our website at cottagegrovemn.gov/
compost and take it to one of the
compost sites listed.

Rebates for New, Efficient
Toilets or Washing Machines
As part of the
City’s water
conservation
program, and
taking advantage
of funds from
the Metropolitan Council and the Clean
Water, Land & Legacy Amendment,
the City is offering rebates to residents
who purchase new water saving toilets
and clothes washers. The rebates can
amount to $80 for new toilets and $200
for new washers. Visit cottagegrovemn.
gov/waterrebate to see a list of eligible
toilets and washers, information on
who is eligible, and to apply.
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Cottage Grove Ice Arena

8020 80th Street South | 651-458-3400

It’s a Halloween Skating Spooktacular!
Celebrate Halloween with the Cottage Grove
Ice Arena! Get dressed up in your best
Halloween costume, grab your skates and
a helmet, and get ready for some spooky
skating. We will be transforming the rink
into the ultimate family friendly Halloween
experience complete with fog, decorations,
and music! There will also be games,
goodies and more! All ages are welcome to
participate! This is one event that you won’t
want to miss!
•
•

When: Wednesday, October 27th,
6:30 - 8:00 p.m
Cost: $8 per skater, paid at the door.
Skate rentals are available for $4.

River Oaks Golf Course and Event Center

11099 South Highway 61 | 651-438-2121 | riveroaksmunigolf.com

Fall Colors Golf
The staff at River Oaks would like to
thank all of our golfers for making this
year one of our best ever. Golf rounds
were up in 2021, but it’s not time to
pack up those clubs yet! The course is
in phenomenal shape and the leaves
are turning, making this one of the
best times of the year to get those
final swings in. Twilight rates begin
at 3:00 p.m. Book your tee time at
riveroaksmunigolf.com. We look
forward to seeing you!

River Oaks is Ready to Host
Your Wedding in 2022
River Oaks offers a beautiful
backdrop and plenty of amenities
that will make tying the knot special
and memorable! We have plenty
of recently renovated indoor and
outdoor space, and our friendly staff
is ready to serve you and your party.
We can accommodate anywhere
from two dozen to 200 guests! Visit
riveroaksmunigolf.com/weddings to
learn more.

Secure Your Tourney Dates
River Oaks usually hosts close
to three dozen tournaments for
organizations throughout the city,
county and region. Now more
than ever, we are seasoned pros at
ensuring safety protocols to suit your
tournament needs. We have all the
facilities and staff to make your next
tournament a successful one! Visit
riveroaksmunigolf.com/tournaments
for more information.
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CITY HALL
12800 Ravine Parkway South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
cottagegrovemn.gov | 651-458-2800
Mayor Myron Bailey and Council Members
Steve Dennis, La Rae Mills, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Cottage Grove Parks and Recreation | 651-458-3400

We will be playing games, spending time outside, making
crafts, watching movies and having lots of fun! Be sure to
bring your lunch. A refrigerator and microwave are available.
Pre-registration is required for this program.

Ages 5 and older
October 21 & 22
7:30a.m.-4:30p.m.
Peter Thompson
$22 per day

To register, visit

Or call

