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Cottage Grove Reports
Pink Patches for Police
This October, Cottage Grove
Police Officers joined the Pink
Patch Project (pinkpatchproject.
com) by swapping out their
regular patches for Pink Patches.
Pink patches can be purchased
in the Public Safety lobby at
City Hall for $10. Proceeds of
the patches go to public safety
families who are struggling with
cancer. This year, you can also
purchase a commemorative
‘throw back’ patch, based off the
very first patch Officers wore in
Cottage Grove
(left).

Cottage Grove Welcomes New Council Member
Councilmember Tony Khambata was
sworn-in at the beginning of the November
17th City Council Meeting. Khambata
takes the place of La Rae Mills who stepped
down from the Council in October and says
he is excited to get started. His experience
will certainly help him jump right in; Tony
has served on the City of Cottage Grove’s
Planning Commission since 2017 and is
the Commission’s current Chair. He has
also been a member of the Cottage Grove
Chamber of Commerce since 2016, as
well as a contributing member to several
other boards in the surrounding area. Tony prides himself as a third generation
Cottage Grove resident, Park High School graduate, small business owner, and
property manager. Tony lives in Cottage Grove with his wife and two children
and is a passionate housing advocate and committed to community outreach.

CodeRED Notifications
Did you know that you can signup through the City for CodeRED?
CodeRED is a mass notification
system that can quickly deliver
messages via telephone, text or
email. The service is used to send
critical communications, from
evacuation notices to missing
child alerts.
Currently, we only have 6,500
Cottage Grove residents signed
up for this amazing tool. Stay in
the know and continue to be an
informed citizen by signing up at
cottagegrovemn.gov/codeRED.

Community Center Referendum – Voters Say No
The $39.2M Community Center referendum
vote that took place on Tuesday, November
2, failed to get support from the voters by
2.68%, or 222 votes.
If passed, residents with a home valued at
$300,000 would see an approximate tax
increase in 2023 of $14/mo, and an additional
operating subsidy of approximately $1/mo per household in 2024.
Although noted in many city-wide studies over the past 20 years for the
need of a unifying space in the community, the majority of voters agreed,
now is not the time for a community center with an aquatic park.
“From the beginning of my term as Mayor, I have said we would put the
possibility of a community center to the voters of Cottage Grove. We
designed and put forth what various citizen task forces had envisioned, and
the majority of voters said no to this proposal.” said Cottage Grove Mayor
Myron Bailey. “ I want to thank those volunteers who spent many hours in
meetings and community engagement sessions. Though the outcome was
not in favor of this project, your vision and support for the future of our
community does not go unnoticed!”
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Stay Safe and Toasty This Winter With Our Fire Safety Tips

Be a Battery Hero!
If it lights up, makes noise or
moves without a plug, it has a
battery! Batteries make our daily
lives more convenient, but once
they are used, they must be
disposed of properly.
If thrown in the trash or recycling,
batteries may catch fire and pose
a threat to people and property.
Some batteries also contain toxic
metals, such as cadmium, lead or
mercury, which can pose a threat
to health and the environment.
It is also illegal to put vehicle
batteries and rechargeable
batteries in the trash.
Put batteries in their place by
taking them to a drop-off facility
where they will be disposed of
properly.
Washington County’s dropoff site is located at the
Environmental Center at 4039
Cottage Grove Drive, Woodbury.
The Environmental Center
accepts ALL batteries at no cost.
For more informations, visit
co.washington.mn.us/batteries.

Winter is the most dangerous time of the
year for home fires. In Minnesota, 41% of
home fire deaths happen in November,
December and January. Adding to the fire
danger is holiday cooking and combustible
holiday decor. Below are some fire safety
tips to help you prepare for winter:
• Never use the stove or oven to heat
your home; they can produce deadly
carbon monoxide. Electric space
heaters are a safe alternative, but keep
combustibles at least 3 feet away and
turn them off when you leave a room.
• Make sure that you have working
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms.
Test them monthly and change the
batteries once a year. Replace smoke
alarms every 10 years and carbon
monoxide alarms every 5 years.
Consider 10-year worry-free smoke
alarms.
• Have a fire escape plan and practice it.
• When you cook, stay and look.
Unattended cooking is the leading
cause of building fires.
• Have your furnace professionally

serviced and clean your chimney each
year. 20% of home fire deaths involve
malfunctioning heating equipment,
which leads to deadly carbon
monoxide leaks.
• Use power strips with surge protection
instead of extension cords.
• Use battery-powered candles instead
of open-flame candles. Open flame is
the 3rd leading cause of home fires in
Minnesota.
• Never use a blow torch to thaw frozen
pipes.
• Have at least one portable fire
extinguisher and know how to use it.
For more information about fire safety,
please contact the Cottage Grove
Fire Department at 651-428-2862 or
cottagegrovemn.gov/FireEMS. Have a
wonderful and fire safe holiday season!

Winter Parking Ban Now in Effect
Beginning on November 1 and continuing until March 31, parking on City
streets is banned between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. During snow events, vehicles
are not permitted to be parked on City streets at any time of the day.
In addition, the following regulations will be in effect:
• Vehicles parked on the street during
this time will be towed at the
owner’s expense.
• Residents and businesses are not
permitted to plow and/or blow snow
into or across City Streets.
• Residents are required to maintain
mailbox standards to prevent
damage during snowplowing.
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Holiday Train at Home Again for 2021 but Many Ways to Still Participate
Due to the on-going COVID-19 pandemic,
the Canadian Pacific (CP) Holiday Train will
not be making its annual Holiday Train tour
with their traditional drive-by in Cottage
Grove. Instead, they will be holding a virtual
concert (date to be determined), and a
virtual silent auction that will run from
November 29 through December 10
to help raise funds benefiting food banks
in communities along its route. Items
purchased from the auction will be available
for pick-up at the ‘Fill Up the Fire Truck’ event below. To shop the silent auction, visit www.32auctions.com/CGHolidayTrain21.
To help fundraise for Friends in Need Food Shelf, the City of Cottage Grove is hosting a ‘Fill Up the Fire Truck’ donation drivethrough event held at Hamlet Park on December 11, 2021, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Cash donations will be collected as well
as paper towels and toilet paper (no food items, please). In the past, the Holiday Train fundraiser has represented 25% of the
Friends in Need Food Shelf Annual Budget. Our goal this year is to raise $90,000! Show the whole family why this is the giving
season and bring the kids along because Santa and Mrs. Claus will also be in attendance!

City Hall Tree Lighting
The Fire Department
is bringing Santa to
town once again!
Join us Wednesday,
December 1, 2021,
for our Annual Tree
Lighting at City Hall!
Santa will arrive in
a Fire Truck at 6:00
p.m. so be sure to
arrive a little early!
After the lighting,
Park High School Choir will sing carols, and cookies and
apple cider will also be available. Afterwards, take some
holiday photos in our oversized Adirondack chair. Kiddos
are encouraged to leave their holiday wish lists in the big
guy’s mailbox to ensure on-time delivery to the North
Pole. The entire event will take place outside this year, so
make sure to dress accordingly.
It’s sure to be a jolly good time!

Holiday Lights on Again for 2021
After a successful Holiday Lights Tour in 2020, we are once
again asking residents and businesses to show off their
holiday lights and decorations! Any home or business is
welcome to participate and should sign-up to have their
address added to our Holiday Lights Tour. To be included
in our first wave of addresses, sign-up between now and
November 29 at cottagegrovemn.gov/holidaylights.
We’ll publish the City’s interactive map on the City
Facebook page and website on Monday, November 29.
When you’re ready to tour the town, we suggest starting
at City Hall,
where you can
drop off letters
in Mr. Claus’
mailbox and see
the City’s holiday
tree. We can’t
wait to see your
holiday cheer this
year!
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Santa Breakfast
If you’re looking for a jolly good time, look no further than the River Oaks
Santa Breakfast on Sunday, December 12 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Kids
can take photos with Santa and tell him what’s on their wish list.
Afterwards, the whole family can go for a ride on his sleigh
around the golf course! Head back inside to warm up at
the s’more station but make your
reservations soon, this event is sure to
sell out! Visit riveroaksmunigolf.com or
call 651-438-2121.

Cottage Grove Parks and Recreation
Hale to the Bird 5K Thanksgiving Family 5K
Hale to the Bird, a local 5K held annually at
Hamlet Park on Thanksgiving morning, is
back to support the Friends In Need Food
Shelf. This fun and active event started in
2010 by three local individuals who wanted
the charm and benefits of a ‘small town’ run
and to help raise money for our local food
shelf, Friends In Need. Grab your friends,
family, and co-workers to join you as you
get out and move your body and feet for a
good cause. This is a family friendly event so
walkers, runners and strollers are welcome!
Participation this year is in-person OR virtual but everyone must be registered
by November 23. Visit bit.ly/haletothebird to sign-up!

(651) 438-2121
Chef Isaac’s Pop-Up Menu
Eagles Grill will be open for 5 Special
Pop Up Restaurant Events this winter
on Nov. 19, Dec. 10, Jan. 21, Feb. 4
& Feb. 18. Reservations are required
and the menu will feature steak,
fish, chicken, pasta and more. Visit
riveroaksmunigolf.com/eaglesgrill to
see the full menu. We look forward to
seeing you!

(651) 458-3400
Warming House
Supervisors Wanted
The Cottage Grove Recreation
Department is hiring Warming House
Supervisors for the winter. Warming
House Supervisors provide customer
service, ensure building cleanliness,
and track usage at seven warming
houses and outdoor skating rinks at
various city parks. Positions run from
December 26, 2021, through March
2022. The hours of the positions are
weekday evenings and weekends.
Salary is $14 an hour. Application
packets are available at City Hall
or on our employment page at
cottagegrovemn.gov.

