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Cottage Grove Reports
Changes to Food
Truck Licenses
Food trucks may now operate
and serve food to the public in
more parts of the city. The City
Council at its April 6 meeting
amended the city’s food truck
ordinance so trucks may park and
serve food to the public on any
commercial or industrial property
with the property owner’s
consent. Trucks may still park on
residential property but can only
serve food at private catered
events. The annual food truck
license fee has been reduced
from $350 to $250. If you have
any questions, please email
cityadmin@cottagegrovemn.gov.
You can find more information
and the application packet
at CottageGroveMN.gov/
FoodTrucks.

Pizza Ranch
Coming Soon
The City Council approved the
project at its March 16 meeting.
Construction is expected to start
in the next few months.
The company’s plan was originally
approved by the city in fall of
2019 but was put on hold due to
unforeseen economic factors.
The Pizza Ranch restaurant at
7855 Harkness Ave. S. will have
236 seats and an order pickup
window. There will also be a fun
zone arcade and community
meeting rooms.

New Precinct Boundaries OK’d
Some Cottage Grove
residents may be voting
in a new location when
they head to the polls in
November.
The City Council voted
at its March 16 meeting
to establish new
precinct boundaries
and polling places
that comply with new
legislative districts
released earlier
this year. The
state was required
to update the
legislative
districts following
the most
recent census.
The city is now part of two
State Senate Districts
(41, 53) and three State
House Districts (41A,
41B, 53B), while
remaining entirely in U.S.

Congressional District 2.
All state house and senate seats will be
up for re-election in November.
Washington County officials are in
the process of determining county
commissioner districts. County elections
officials will send postcards informing

Meet Our New Economic
Development Director
Gretchen Larson began her new role in February
and hit the ground running working on important
economic development projects. She has spent
the past 13 years as a private consultant to local
governmental entities in the Houston region so she
brings with her a great southern accent and plenty
of experience. Her husband was born and raised
in Minnesota so they decided to ditch the warm
weather and move north. We are excited to welcome
Gretchen to the team!
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Public Works
Important Info
Sod Damage

If your boulevard grass was
damaged by a snowplow this
winter, we’ll repair the damage.
Call 651-458-2808 to report.

Compost Site Open

Rumpca Companies’ site is open
7 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through
Friday, and Saturdays 8 a.m.-5
p.m. Call 651-459-1556 for more
information.

Food Scraps

Free compost bins are available
at Public Works and City Hall.
Toss your bagged scraps in the
dumpster behind Public Works
and grab a new compostable
replacement bag.

Wiesner is Firefighter of the Year
Work horse. Positive. Dedicated.
Those are just a few of the words often
used to describe Alex Wiesner, our 2021
firefighter of the year.
Wiesner joined the Cottage Grove
Fire Department in 2017. He became
interested in the job as a member of the
3M fire brigade. Wiesner says it was a
complete shock in March when he received
the firefighter of the year award at the
department’s annual banquet.
“It was pretty emotional,” Wiesner said. “I
am honored that they saw something in
me that I didn’t necessarily see.”
Fire Chief Rick Redenius applauded
Wiesner’s work ethic and willingness to
help.
“Alex was a workhorse all year,” Redenius

said. “You do not see Alex sitting around.
He is either out on calls or in the office
area or out in the bays working on
something, training or cleaning.”
Redenius also said that Wiesner is
passionate about fire education and is
always upbeat and friendly.
Stay tuned to the city’s social media
channels for a short video in the next
month about Wiesner and his hard work
on the Cottage Grove Fire Department.

Smart Irrigation
Controllers

Smart irrigation controllers are
$35 and help ensure you’re
watering at peak times. A
limited number are available.
Visit cottagegrovemn.gov/
smartcontroller for more
information.

Buckthorn Pick Up

Let us know by 3 p.m. April 22 if
you’d like crews to pick up your
buckthorn (no brush) on April 27
or 28, weather permitting. Call
651-458-2808 to schedule.

The Scoop on Pet Poop

Left unscooped in yards and parks,
dog feces can send fecal coliform
and e.coli into ponds, lakes and
rivers when it rains and during
spring thaw. Toss bagged poop
into trash cans.

Chickens and Ducks
Given the Green Light

Annual Spring
Cleanup May 7

Residents on smaller single-family
residential lots may now have backyard
chickens and ducks. The City Council at
its April 6 meeting voted on allowing
residents to apply for a two-year
permit to have chickens or ducks
on any residential lot with three or
fewer dwelling units. There is a limit
of six ducks or chickens per license.
Applicants must complete a fowl or
poultry education course. Apply and
learn more: CottageGroveMN.gov/
ChickensAndDucks.

Bring your hard-to-get-rid-of trash
to the Public Works garage at 8635
West Point Douglas Road S. on May
7! We will be accepting most items
for a small disposal fee. Larger items
and appliances cost $5. Microwaves
and other small electronics are free.
Mattresses and box springs are $20
each. Crib mattresses are free. We
will not accept hazardous materials,
but those items can be brought to the
Washington County Environmental
Center. For more information, call 651458-2808 or visit cottagegrovemn.gov.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN
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Add Your Property to Your Spring Cleanup List
With warmer weather upon us, it’s important to remember
that a well-maintained property shows pride in your
community and keeps property values high. Please take some
time to review the exterior of your property for some of the
most common city code violations.
Tall Grass and Weeds: Tall grass and weeds can turn into more
than an eyesore. City code requires lawns not exceed 8 inches
in height. Grass and weeds taller than 8 inches can harbor
rodents, snakes and other pests and block visibility for drivers. outdoors. To avoid being in violation, ensure all miscellaneous
Unlicensed/Inoperable Vehicles: All vehicles must be
items are stored out of view of the public or adjoining
registered and kept in an operable condition. To avoid being
properties or indoors.
in violation, ensure all vehicles on your property are properly Off-street Parking of Vehicles: All vehicles must be parked
licensed and operable. If you have an inoperable vehicle, you completely on an improved surface, such as concrete or
can store it in a private garage to avoid being in violation.
asphalt. To avoid being in violation, all vehicles must be parked
Exterior Storage: Please store indoor furniture, mattresses,
appliances and other miscellaneous items indoors. Items
such as outdoor furniture, nonmotorized lawn and garden
equipment and outdoor recreation equipment can be stored

Road Closure Notice
Hardwood Avenue South will be
closed May 2-7 and reduced to one
lane May 9-June 6. The road will
be closed on the southern end at
East Point Douglas Road behind
Kohl’s and at Harkness Avenue to
the north. The suggested detour is
Hinton Avenue. The road is being
closed so crews can connect to
utility lines and construct turn
lanes. More information and a
detailed map will be available on
the city’s website later this month at
CottageGroveMN.gov.

on an improved surface. No more than four vehicles may be
parked on a residential driveway.

If you have questions or want to submit a complaint, email
codeenforcement@cottagegrovemn.gov or call 651-458-2876.

Join us for a
Facebook Live Chat
Join Mayor Myron Bailey and Council
Member Steve Dennis on the city’s
Facebook page for a live economic
development chat from 6:30-7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 10. They will answer
your questions about economic
development in Cottage Grove and
also discuss their upcoming trip to
an important conference where
they will promote the city as an
ideal community in which to do
business. Can’t join live? Submit your
questions now to communications@
cottagegrovemn.gov.

Spring Showcase
Learn about the latest city projects, job
openings and more on Saturday, April
30 at the Cottage Grove Area Chamber
of Commerce Community Showcase.
We will have several booths at the
event from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Park High School Activities Center. This
free event is open to all ages and is a
family friendly experience with a lot to
offer. There will be business booths,
job fair, blood drive, kids activities,
entertainment, shopping, many local
restaurants offering great food, prizes
and more.

CottageGroveMN.gov
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GOLF

EVENTS

Located just 15 minutes from downtown St.
Paul, River Oaks offers an impressive 18-hole
public golf course. From tee boxes to the
greens, the golf course is well-maintained and
features a beautiful view of the Mississippi
River. River Oaks is excited to offer Toptracer
Range, the ultimate practice tool that takes
the guesswork out of range sessions by
offering an engaging, data-driven experience
that appeals to everyone.

With a great view, delicious food, a top-notch
golf course and driving range, and friendly
staff, River Oaks Golf Course & Event Center is
a gem located just off Highway 61 on the city’s
southern border. Inside, guests will find tasty
food and a full bar for dinners and events.
River Oaks also offers an event center, outdoor
space and bar area for private rental to
accommodate a variety of events including
weddings, banquets, parties and more.

EAGLES BAR & GRILL

1/2 OFF WINE

with the purchase of an entrée. Valid only
on Fridays and Saturdays on select bottles.

COUPON

$4 OFF
LARGE BUCKET OF GOLF BALLS

Exp. 5.15.22

COUPON

Exp. 5.15.22

The Eagles Bar & Grill offers a picturesque view of the Mississippi River Valley. With its
mouthwatering food, friendly staff and compelling social atmosphere, it is a great stop for a night
out or to pick up food to enjoy in your own setting. During the warm-weather months, the patio is
a great spot to check out the chef’s latest creations while taking in the action of the practice range
and enjoying the beautiful surroundings. See the full menu online at riveroaksmunigolf.com.

SHOOTING RANGE
The shooting range is open to the public Saturdays and Sundays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Ammunition is available for purchase with a lane reservation. Cottage Grove
residents pay $18 per lane for one shooter or $29 per lane for two shooters. Book a
lane at herocentermn.org/shooting-range or by scanning the QR code to the right.

FIREARMS COURSES
The HERO Center offers the following public training opportunities: firearms safety,
permit to carry classes, intro to handguns, and CPR and health training. Go to the
HERO Center's website or scan the QR code to the right to find and register for
civilian training courses.

HEROCENTERMN.ORG

|

651-458-2811

|

10125 85th St. S., COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016

CITY HALL
12800 Ravine Parkway South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
CottageGroveMN.gov | 651-458-2800
Mayor Myron Bailey and Council Members
Steve Dennis, Tony Khambata, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Cottage Grove Parks and Recreation

				

651-458-3400

Kids Adventure Mud Run

Youth Tennis Lessons

Arbor Day Tree Giveaway

From slack lines,
spider webs, rock
walls and dodge balls,
this experience has a
challenge at every corner. Racers will
complete over 20 obstacles through
Oakwood Park and end with a dash
through the mud pit. Register at the
QR code above.

Participants learn skills,
practice techniques and
have fun! Lessons are a
great introduction to the
life-long sport of tennis.
Register at the QR code above.

The city will once again be giving
away 100 free trees and delivering
them to your home! Interested
in receiving one? Go to docs.
cottagegrovemn.gov/Forms/
ArborDay2022 and sign up by April
24. We’ll randomly select recipients
and notify you by email if you’ve
been chosen. Only one application
per household will be accepted. And
if you’d like to celebrate Arbor Day
with us, join us at 1 p.m. April 27
at Nina’s Park and help us plant 24
trees. A great activity for families of
all ages. No sign up is necessary.

Ages: 6-12 years old
Date: June 11
Time: 9-10 a.m.
Location: Oakwood Park
Cost: $21

Ages: 7-12
Dates: June 9, 16, 23, 30
Time: 2-3 p.m.
Location: Kingston Park
Cost: $42
Registration Deadline: May 30 or
until full
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