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Cottage Grove Reports
New Website
Outlines Clean
Water Plan
We have
launched a
new interactive
website that
outlines the
projects in our
Clean Water for Cottage Grove
Plan. Those projects include:
• The design and installation of
two public water treatment
plants
• New public wells
• New water mains
• Additional infrastructure
Your water is safe to drink. Learn
more about our Clean Water for
Cottage Grove Plan on our new
website: CottageGroveMN.gov/
CleanWater.

Reimagine
Recreation!
If you could build a park in
Cottage Grove, what would it
include? What’s the city missing
that keeps you from your perfect
day of recreation? Think big! Do
we need a community garden?
Maybe more splash pads.
We want to hear your ideas.
Suggestions will be considered as
we create a long-term vision and
plan for your park and recreation
options in Cottage Grove. Take
our survey at CottageGroveMN.
gov/Recreation to be entered
into a drawing for a $50 Hy-Vee
gift card.

Strawberry Fest is Back

After a two-year hiatus,
Strawberry Fest is back.
The city’s largest event
is June 16-19 at Kingston
Park.

People come from across
the Twin Cities to Cottage
Grove’s Strawberry Fest
to enjoy wonderful food,
fantastic bands, a carnival
and more!
All of your favorite events
are back including:
• 5K race and walk
• Bean bag tourney
• Carnival
• Car show
• Doggie dash
• Fireworks
• Hot air balloon rides
• Tractor pull
• Live entertainment
• Medallion hunt
• Talent show

•
•
•
•
•

Pie eating contest
Cottage Grove Sings
Top chef contest
Wrestling
And more!

You can learn more about
Strawberry Fest and register
for events on the Strawberry
Fest website. Want to help
make the event a success?
There are still plenty of

volunteer opportunities
available. Volunteers
help with selling buttons,
answering questions, selling
strawberries, handing out
schedules, and setting up
and tearing down.
Email Julie Prior-Miller at
jprior@cottagegrovemn.gov
if you are interested.

Meet Our New Finance Director

A familiar face has returned to City Hall as Cottage Grove’s new finance director.

Brenda Malinowski started at the City of Cottage Grove in 1997 processing accounts
payable and was the assistant finance director when she left in 2016 to become
finance director in Hudson, Wisconsin. She was most
recently the finance director in Little Canada.
Brenda graduated from the University of Wisconsin-River
Falls with a degree in accounting. Brenda lived in Cottage
Grove for 16 years. She continues to enjoy the city’s parks
and trails.
She said she is looking forward to ensuring the fiscal
health of the city while planning and implementing
operational and capital needs.

CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE • 12800 RAVINE PARKWAY S • COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016 • 651-458-2800

May 2022

Keep Water Clean:
Install a
Rain Garden

Come one, come all to the
American pastime — baseball!
Cottage Grove’s Convention and Visitors
Bureau, Discover Cottage Grove, along with
the St. Paul Saints, proudly present Cottage
Grove Community Night on Saturday, June
11 at CHS Field.

A rain garden is a bowl-shaped
garden that is built in a low-lying
area where it will collect rainwater runoff. The rain soaks into
your garden within two days and
is cleaned by the plants and soil.
You can plant a rain garden in
the shade or sun to catch runoff
from your rooftop, driveway, or
street. Rain gardens are a beautiful way to keep ponds, lakes,
and rivers clean. They ensure a
steady supply of groundwater
and attract birds and butterflies. Residents, businesses, and
schools in Cottage Grove can get
financial support for rain garden
installation from the South Washington Watershed District. For
more information, see swwdmn.
org/programs/water-quality-cost-share-program.

Smart Controllers
Still Available

We still have smart irrigation
controllers for sale for $35. These
normally retail for $230. Learn
more: CottageGroveMN.gov/
SmartController

Lawn Watering
Reminders

It’s that time of year! Go to
CottageGroveMN.gov/Watering
for the city’s watering rules.

Join us for a night of Cottage Grove pride
and community as the St. Paul Saints take
on the Rochester Red Wings. Game time is
7:07 p.m. We hope you can join us!
A portion of all ticket sales will be donated
to the Cottage Grove Lions Club. The Lions
Club provides financial support for local
scholarships, community services and
more. Interested in tickets to the Saints
game? Find tickets at saintsgroups.com and
use the password “CottageGrove”. Once

those are sold out, tickets will be available
at bit.ly/3iPsnzQ.
Want to win FREE tickets to the game?
Check out Discover Cottage Grove’s
website at DiscoverCottageGrove.com for
our current contest to enter to win tickets!

Help Raise Awareness
About Mental Health
Millions of Americans face the reality
of living with a mental illness. May is
Mental Health Awareness Month so we
want to raise awareness and educate
the public about available resources.
• Youth Service Bureau
• Canvas Health
• Cottage Grove Mental Health Clinic
• Washington County mental health
resources
• Allina Clinic
Learn more about these resources at
CottageGroveMN.gov/MentalHealth.
If you or a loved one are having a
mental health emergency, call 911.
Our police department has a Case
Management Unit that helps people
who need ongoing mental health
support or social services. Contact Sgt.
Mike McCormick at 651-458-6018 for
more information or if you have any
questions.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN

May is Building
Safety Month
The City of Cottage Grove has a team
of dedicated staff who ensure safety in
the spaces in which we live, work and
learn. May is Building Safety Month
so we’d like to recognize their hard
work and tell you about what the team
does. Our building officials assure all
construction projects and properties are
designed, constructed, and maintained
in a compliant and safe manner.
Building safety codes and inspectors
are essential to helping communities
become affordable, resilient, and
energy and water efficient.
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Be Careful With Recreational Fires
While outdoor recreation fires and fire pits can
bring families and friends together, mishaps can
also cause injuries and property damage.

There’s a reason fireworks
that explode or fly into the
air are illegal in Minnesota.
They’re unpredictable and
dangerous. And kids are most
often the ones who suffer.

The Cottage Grove Fire Department reminds
you to follow a few simple safety tips to prevent
injuries and accidents:
• The size of a fire should be no more than
three feet wide and two feet high.
• The fire should be no closer than 25 feet
from any structures or other combustibles.
• If the fire is in an approved enclosure, like an
outdoor fireplace or a substantial pit, the fire
should be no closer than 15 feet from structures or other combustibles.
• Only burn natural woods — no trash!
• Never use gasoline or other combustible liquids to help ignite a fire.
• Have a 3 foot “kid-free zone” around the fire.
• Be sure to have accessible means to extinguish the fire, such as a garden hose or fire
extinguisher.

Memorial Day
Ceremony
Join us for this year’s Memorial Day
Ceremony at 1 p.m. on Monday,
May 30 at Cottage Grove City Hall.
The event’s keynote speaker is Trista
MatasCastillo, a veteran who will talk
about the realities and challenges
faced by today’s female military
members and veterans. Rep. Angie
Craig will also speak. The event will
be hosted by City Council Member
and Beyond the Yellow Ribbon Board
Member Steve Dennis. Join us as
we honor area veterans and active
service members. The event will also
be live streamed on Facebook.

Bus Loop Available
for Seniors
The City of Cottage Grove has
partnered with DARTS to provide
a bus loop to serve the growing
senior population. The bus loop
will run every Tuesday from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m., making four one-hour
loops. Riders must let the driver
know where they would like to go
once boarding the bus. On-demand
stops or stops within half a mile
of the route can be requested by
calling 651-234-2272. Learn more:
CottageGroveMN.gov/BusLoop

Use Legal
Fireworks

Our police officers will be
monitoring fireworks usage
more closely this summer
and increasing enforcement
action for possession of
illegal fireworks.
We want everyone to
celebrate safely. Learn more
about what’s legal and
what’s not in Minnesota
at CottageGroveMN.gov/
Fireworks.

Car Seat Clinic
is May 19
Children pay with their lives if
you don’t protect them with the
proper car seat. We will be hosting
a car seat clinic on May 19 at the
Cottage Grove Fire Department.
Many children are not in the proper
car seat, which can be dangerous.
You can find out if your child is
properly restrained and learn
which car seat is right for them.
Please call 651-254-3564 or email
carseatinfo@healthpartners.com to
make an appointment. Learn more:
CottageGroveMN.gov/CarSeats
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Cottage Grove Parks and Recreation
Golf, Food and Fun
All at River Oaks

River Oaks Golf Course and Event
Center is your one-stop shop for
fun and food.
Come improve your golf swing
using our Toptracer Range. After
you’ve spent time on the links,
enjoy dinner on our patio at
Eagles Bar and Grill to enjoy Chef
Isaac’s scrumptious food.
Learn more at
the QR Code
or by visiting
riveroaksmunigolf.
com.

				

Skate Lessons Start June 13

We offer a lesson for skaters
of all skill levels. Lessons are
Monday nights June 13 through
Aug. 22. This program is
designed to prepare participants
for recreational skating, figure
skating or hockey. Students are
individually evaluated at the
start of each session.
Use the QR code
to register or go to
CottageGroveMN.
gov/registration.

651-458-3400
Register Now for
Fun-Filled Kids Events

We have plenty of summer
programs to keep your kids
ages 4-8 occupied this summer
including:
• Tiny Track and Field
• Paint, Playdough, Pop and Fizz
• Tennis Lessons for Littles
These fun-filled events are held
at Kingston Park.
Use the QR code
to register and
learn more or go to
CottageGroveMN.
gov/registration.

CITY OF COTTAGE GROVE • 12800 RAVINE PARKWAY S • COTTAGE GROVE, MN 55016 • 651-458-2800

