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Cottage Grove Reports
Discover Cottage
Grove Sponsors
Strawberry Fest
Medallion Hunt
The annual Strawberry Fest
Medallion Hunt with its mindbending clues that lead you all
over Cottage Grove is almost
here.
Join the hunt June 13 and
discover all the parks, amenities,
businesses and more that
Cottage Grove has to offer. Clues
will be posted at 8 a.m. daily at
City Hall and online at 10 a.m.
@DiscoverCottageGrove on
Facebook.
The winner will receive a $250
cash prize. If the winner has a
Strawberry Fest button, that prize
jumps to $300!
Buy your button at City Hall in the
Public Safety lobby for $5.

Still Time to Join
the Strawberry
Fest Race
Don’t miss the Annual Strawberry
Fest Race and Walk at Kingston
Park.
All 5K participants receive a
Strawberry Fest race shirt.
Medals will be awarded to the
first-place male and female in
each race in the following age
categories: 18 and younger, 1925, 26-40, 41-55, 56 and older.
Register at CottageGroveMN.gov/
registration

Construction Begins at
Cottage Grove Logistics Park
Construction is underway at NorthPoint
Development’s Cottage Grove Logistics
Park off 100th Street South and Ideal
Avenue.
City, county, state and federal officials
joined the NorthPoint team on
Thursday, May 26 to break ground on
the 3.4 million square-foot project.
“I am so proud of what this project
means for our community,” Mayor
Myron Bailey said.
The details:
•

Brings more than 1,800 jobs to
the area.

•

A $373 million capital investment
in Cottage Grove.

•

One of the largest industrial
developments in Minnesota.

“Capital goes where capital is
welcome and we have definitely been
welcomed,” NorthPoint Development
Chief Marketing Officer Brent Miles
said.

Steve Grove, commissioner of the
Minnesota Department of Employment and
Economic Development, said the project is
an example of an effective private-public
partnership.
“We are excited for Cottage Grove,” the
commissioner said. “This is a great day for
the community.”
U.S. Rep. Angie Craig also spoke at the
event.
“This community is an example of when
good people come together and decide they
are going to invest in themselves and each
other,” she said.

Lighting Prediction System
Installed at Kingston
A new lightning prediction and warning system
installed in April at Kingston Park is up and running.
The Thor Guard system uses sensors connected to
clusters of horns located throughout the park that
detect a buildup of energy in an approaching or existing storm. The horns alert staff
and visitors to the likelihood of lighting. If you live near the park, you may hear the
horn sound during a storm or when the system is being tested. You do not need to
take action when you hear the horn; it is strictly to alert people at the park that they
need to clear the area due to unsafe conditions. You can learn more about Thor Guard
at CottageGroveMN.gov/ThorGuard.
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Public Safety
Delivers
Exceptional
Cardiac Arrest
Care

Cottage Grove first responders
saved people in sudden cardiac
arrest (SCA) in 2021 at a rate three
times higher than the national
average and more than two times
higher than their partners in
Minnesota.

Put Safety First With Fireworks
There’s a reason fireworks that explode
or fly into the air are illegal in Minnesota.
They’re unpredictable and dangerous.
They also cause property damage and
injuries each year.
Our police officers will be monitoring
fireworks usage closely this summer
and increasing enforcement action for
possession of illegal fireworks.

Approximately 40% of fireworks injuries
each year in Minnesota happen to
In 2021, Cottage Grove firefighters, children and more than 30% of those
EMTs and police saved 21% of
injuries are from sparklers. That’s not
those who experienced a SCA.
hard to believe when you consider that
That’s according to information
sparklers, a kid favorite, burn hotter than
recently released in the Cardiac
1,200 degrees.
Arrest Registry to Enhance Survival Supervise children if they are using
Annual Report.
sparklers. Teach kids not to point sparklers
“Most of us got into public safety
to help people and save lives,” said
Cottage Grove Deputy Fire Chief
Jon Pritchard. “We are proud of
that 21% but our goal is to save
100% of those people in sudden
cardiac arrest.”
Saving someone in cardiac arrest
requires a team effort — as many
as 10 people. Survival increases
by up to 50% when someone
receives immediate help, which
only happened 30% of the time in
Cottage Grove in 2021.
“We cannot do it alone,” Pritchard
said.
Pritchard encourages community
members to take a CPR course
offered by the Cottage Grove
Fire Department. Contact him at
jpritchard@cotttagegrovemn.gov
or 651-458-2850 to get a course
scheduled.

at people or pets. All fireworks should be
disposed of in a bucket of water.
Use Minnesota-legal fireworks in an open
area away from trees and houses. We want
everyone to celebrate summer holidays
safely.
Learn more about fireworks in Minnesota
online at CottageGroveMN.gov/Fireworks.

Election Judges
Needed

Host Your Event
at a City Park

Looking for a space to hold a family
gathering, birthday party or graduation?
Look no further than your city parks.
Cottage Grove has several buildings
available for rent. Each building is
equipped with restrooms, electricity,
water and tables with benches. Rates
vary depending on the location and
rental time frame.
Learn more by
scanning the QR code
to the right or going
to CottageGroveMN.
gov/FacilityRental.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN

We are looking for people interested
in becoming an election judge for the
primary election on Aug. 9 and the
general election on Nov. 8. To qualify to
work as an election judge you must:
• Be 18 years of age
• Be a U.S. citizen
• Be a Minnesota resident
• Not have had your voting rights
revoked
• Read and write English
• Attend an online training session
• Be able to work from 5:45 a.m. until
all work is completed after the polls
close at 8 p.m.
Election judges are paid $13 per hour.
Email HR Manager Joe Fischbach at
jfischbach@cottagegrovemn.gov for an
election judge application.
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Stay Alive: Have an Escape Plan and Practice It
Experts estimate that you have as little as two minutes to
escape your home once the fire alarm sounds. To escape
safely, you need an escape plan. Here’s how to make one:
• Draw a floor plan of your home and show two ways out of
each room.
• Make sure that every family member knows the escape
options.
• Make sure that windows used for escape are large enough,
can be opened and screens are removable.
• If any family members are unable to escape on their own
your plan needs to include how to get them out. It may
require that a ladder be available to use.
• Teach children how to escape on their own in case you
cannot help them.
• Practice your family escape plan at least twice a year.
Practice using different ways out.
• Close the doors behind you when you leave. Closing doors

Spring Cleanup Day
a Success at
Public Works
The Public Works Department held
its annual Spring Cleanup Day on
Saturday, May 7. Approximately 820
vehicles came through and kept the
20-plus employees busy as they collected hundreds of “hard-to-get-ridof items.” The crew reports mattresses were by far the most popular item
folks wanted to get rid of this year!
Thanks to everyone who stopped
by the annual Spring Cleanup Day
event with their items. We will be
back again next year for this popular
event.

will reduce the spread of smoke.
• If the alarm sounds, get out and stay out. Do not go back
inside for people or pets. Call 911 from outside.
• Designate a safe meeting place outside your home
that everyone can get to after a fire starts. Let the fire
department know if everyone got out safely – or not.
Most fires and fire deaths happen in the home or apartment
where people feel they are the safest but where they are the
most at risk of a life-threatening fire.

Firearm Safety
Courses at the
HERO Center

The HERO Center has several firearm
safety courses available this summer
and fall. The Intro to Handguns
training is great for beginners.
Courses are available July 7, Sept.
11 and Nov. 10. Minnesota Permit
To Carry Courses are available June
25, July 23 and Aug. 20. Learn more
and register at herocentermn.org.
And don’t forget, the HERO Center
shooting range is open to the public
from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturdays
and Sundays.

Take Our Reimagining
Recreation Survey
Online by July 8
Don’t forget to take our recreation
survey by July 8 for your chance to
win a $50 Hy-Vee gift card. Think
big! We want to hear your ideas.
Suggestions will be considered as we
create a long-term vision and plan
for your park and recreation options
in Cottage Grove.
Take our survey at
CottageGroveMN.
gov/Recreation or
scan the QR code
to the right.
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Mayor Myron Bailey and Council Members
Steve Dennis, Tony Khambata, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Cottage Grove Parks and Recreation

				

651-458-3400

Community Blood Drive
is July 7

Free Park Run at
Hamlet Park

River Oaks is the Place
to be This Summer

The City of Cottage Grove is hosting
a Community Blood Drive at the
HERO Center. Our goal is 100 donors.
Donors will receive a free water
bottle. Your blood donation can help
save up to three lives! More than
38,000 blood donations are needed
every day. Blood is essential for
surgeries, cancer treatment, chronic
illness and injuries. While 38% of the
American population is eligible to
give blood, only 2% actually donates.
Sign up at RedCrossBlood.org.
Keyword: City of CG

Lace up your athletic shoes and
join fellow joggers every Saturday
morning at Hamlet Park for a free 5K.
Run, walk, or jog — it doesn’t matter.
The timing is for you and your own
personal goals. The park run begins
at 9 a.m. All you have to do is register
online at parkrun.us/hamletpark.
After the run, the group grabs
coffee at Starbucks at 7280 East
Point Douglas Road. This is a great
opportunity to meet new friends, try
new things and enjoy the outdoors
this summer.

Summer is in full swing at River
Oaks Golf Course and Event Center.
Grab a bite to eat on the outdoor
patio, which has amazing views of
the Mississippi River and the golf
course’s 18th hole. Want to improve
your golf game? Book your tee time
online at riveroaksmunigolf.com and
check out the practice range before
you hit the course. Don’t forget to
use Toptracer. Back for a second year,
Toptracer allows you to track your
golf shots live on your phone as you
are hitting them on the range.
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