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Cottage Grove Reports
Annual Water
Quality Report
Available Online
Cottage Grove provides safe and
reliable drinking water that meets
all federal and state water quality
requirements. The city works
with the Minnesota Department
of Health to test drinking water
for more than 100 contaminants.
Testing in 2021 again found
Cottage Grove treated water
met all federal and state
standards. Read the 2022 Cottage
Grove Water Quality Report
online at CottageGroveMN.
gov/2022CleanWaterReport. It
will also be mailed to all homes.
The city also has a Clean Water
for Cottage Grove Plan that was
finalized in August of 2021. Learn
more at CottageGroveMN.gov/
CleanWater.

Renewal by
Andersen
Expands
Renewal by Andersen of the
Twin Cities is expanding again in
Cottage Grove!
“Businesses are coming to
Cottage Grove because of your
success here,” Mayor Bailey said
at the June groundbreaking.
The approximately 350,000
square-foot expansion will bring
with it 300 jobs, officials said.
Renewal also donated $10,000
to help fund the Strawberry Fest
ambassadors’ float.

Construction Begins
at City’s Newest Park

Construction at the city’s newest park
— Glacial Valley Park — began recently
near Ravine Parkway and County Road 19.
Glacial Valley Park will be the southern
gateway to the South Washington
Watershed District’s Glacial Valley
Interpretive Area. This is 250 acres of
restored prairie and oak savanna that
connects Cottage Grove and Woodbury.
The master plan for the park in Cottage
Grove includes a new park building,
sports fields, a hockey and skating
rink, interpretive signs, parking and a
connection to a regional trail. The park is
expected to be complete in late 2023 and
will include a large recreational building.

The Glacial Valley area is protected open
space that provides important wildlife
habitat and also functions as a regional
infiltration and retention basin that
protects surrounding neighborhoods from

flooding. Volunteers have been working
to restore the prairie and oak savanna
at Glacial Valley for 10 years, but until
recently, the site was mostly inaccessible
to the public. Now, city officials are
working with the South Washington
Watershed District to add trails and a
pavilion for educational programming
along with park space.
Stay tuned for more updates as this park
comes to life.

Night to Unite is Back Aug. 2

Get to know your neighbors and spend
time with your local public safety officials
at Night to Unite on Aug. 2. You decide
how to celebrate in your neighborhood.
Ice cream socials, music, kids’ games,
pizza parties, potlucks — it’s up to
you! Members of the Cottage Grove
police and fire departments (including
McGruff the Crime Dog and Sparky the
Fire Dog), elected officials and city staff
visit many gatherings on Night to Unite.
Neighborhoods must register their party
with the city to get a visit. Register your
party and get party ideas at CottageGroveMN.gov/NightToUnite.
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Nominations
Open for Green
Garden Awards
Applications for the City Green
Garden Awards are now open!
A new addition this year is the
Sustainability Award, which
focuses on using native plantings,
prairie areas, vegetable
gardens, water conservation
or pollinator areas that aim
to improve the environment.
More information can be found
at CottageGroveMN.gov/
GreenGarden. Nominations must
be submitted by July 25.

Watering
Restrictions,
Grass
Reminders

Cottage Grove works on odd/
even and time-of-day watering
restrictions. Residents may water
lawns and gardens every other
day, based on the last digit of
your house number. No watering
is allowed any day between
noon and 4 p.m. Watering is also
prohibited on the 31st of the
month. If you have new seed or
sod, you can secure a temporary
permit allowing you to water
outside the city’s schedule.
Contact Public Works at 651-4582808.
Remember to keep grass
clippings out of the street.
Clippings can end up in surface
water (ponds) and promote algae
growth, which can turn water
green and be toxic. They also
clog storm drains, increasing the
risk of flooding.

Food Trucks Roll Up To
City Hall on Thursdays
Are you working from home? Maybe
visiting a friend or having a business
meeting in Cottage Grove? Want to try
something different for lunch?
We have some good news for you!
Stop by City Hall each Thursday from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. this summer and mix up
your routine with a delicious lunchtime
food truck option.
City Hall is surrounded by some wonderful
biking and walking trails in a beautiful
setting that is close to Cottage Grove
Ravine Regional Park.
Get your exercise in before or after you
eat. Come grab a bite to eat and then

enjoy all that Ravine Parkway has to offer!
Here is a taste of a few of the food trucks
at City Hall throughout the summer.
• Fathouse BBQ
• Northwoods Smokehouse
• Long’s Combo Roll
• Steve D’s
• Northwoods Smokehouse

Thursdays are Skoolie
Family Fun Night

‘I Got Caught’
Campaign Underway

Stop by Armstrong Elementary School
Thursday nights for free books, games,
crafts and food! Skoolie’s Family Fun
Night is from 5-6:30 p.m. each Thursday
through Aug. 11. City staff will be there
with games and giveaways. A fire truck
will be there July 14 and there will be
a K-9 demo on July 21.
Learn more online at
commed.sowashco.
org/community/skoolie
or by scanning the QR
code to the right.

One of our public safety officers
“caught” 4-year-old Jack wearing his
helmet in June while riding his bike
near 80th Street and Keats Avenue.
He scored a free cone at Dairy Queen.
We want your kids to “get caught”
wearing their helmets! Children 5 to
15 years old are nearly twice as likely
as other kids to die or get injured
while riding a bicycle. That’s why we’re
partnering with the Toward Zero Deaths
Coalition, KSTC and KSTP Television and
participating Dairy Queen restaurants to
reward youth for wearing their helmets.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN
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Couple Finds Strawberry Fest Medallion
You don’t earn the nickname
“Clue Master” easily. It
takes dedication and,
Cottage Grove native Brad
TeGantvoort says, some luck.
A little bit of both were at
play June 16 when Brad —
a medallion hunter since
1980 — and his fiancé
Jana Armstead found the
Strawberry Fest medallion at
Hamlet Park.
A stroke in October 2021
damaged Brad’s eyesight
and forced him to walk with
a cane. So the Inver Grove
Heights couple were eager to
get out hunting so they could

enjoy the outdoors.
Brad and Jana were confident
Hamlet Park was the right
place. The fourth clue led
them to the playground and
down a grassy path. That’s
where luck came in.
The couple planned to walk
the path and then call it
a night. The experienced
hunters they are, Brad and
Jana continued searching as
they walked the trail. A few
moments later he heard Jana
scream: “We got it!”
“I was surprised,” Jana said
when she saw the medallion

Book Holiday Events
at River Oaks
It may be summer, but there is
no better time than now to start
planning your holiday party or
special event for next winter at
River Oaks Golf Course and Event
Center! Contact River Oaks soon
to get your date on the calendar!
Getting married? River Oaks offers
a special Winter Dazzle Wedding
Reception Package for all weddings
held between December and
February. Find more information at
riveroaksmunigolf.com.

nestled in between two rocks
a few feet off the grassy path.
“Medallion hunting is about
enjoying the moment, she

said. Brad is so passionate
about medallion hunting that
his got a specialized license
plate. It reads: “Cluey.”

Let Your Dog
Run at WAG Farms

Tykes Talk
Recreation Reviews

WAG Farms Dog Park is a fully fenced
park where dogs of all sizes can
exercise and socialize off-leash. The
park is operated and maintained
primarily by the WAG Farms Dog
Park Association,
a group of
volunteers. Scan
the QR code
to the right to
watch a video
about the park.

The city has more than 30 parks and
plenty of recreational opportunities.
Check out this review of Woodridge
Park from two of the city’s youngest
minds. The same tykes will review
Kingston Park in
August. You can
watch the review
by scanning
the QR code
to the right or
going online to
CottageGroveMN.gov/TykesTalk
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Safety Camp

Zombie Chase

Movies in the Park

The Cottage Grove Recreation, Police,
and Fire Departments are teaming
up to encourage youth safety. Safety
Camp is July 26-27 at Old Cottage
Grove Park. Safety Campers will learn
by watching live demonstrations
and presentations from top safety
professionals.
Ages: 6-8
When: July 26-27 from 8:30 a.m. to
3 p.m.
Where: Old Cottage Grove Park
Cost: $45
Register: CottageGroveMN.gov/
Registration

Your mission is to find and safely
return 30 plutonium rocks! The park
is home to many mad scientists who
will try to prevent you from finding
the plutonium. Come dressed in your
best zombie attire but make sure you
can climb and run. Participants will
get instructions at 8 p.m.
Ages: 6-12 years old
When: Aug. 11 from 8-9 p.m.
Where: Carver Lake (Woodbury)
Cost: $21
Register: CottageGroveMN.gov/
Registration

Lights, camera, action! Head to
Highlands Park on July 20 and
Aug. 24 for a free family movie
night under the stars. The events
start at 7:30 p.m. with fun for the
whole family including food, drinks,
games, face painting, crafts, fun
demonstrations and more. The
movie starts at dusk. On the big
inflatable screen July 20 is Encanto.
Can’t make it? Stop by Aug. 24 for
Space Jam 2. You can learn more
about the event on the Movies in
the Park Facebook page at Facebook.
com/MoviesInTheParkCG
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