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Cottage Grove Reports
New District
Boundaries and
Polling Places
Every 10 years Minnesota adjusts
it’s legislator district lines in a
process called redistricting. This
years modifications are based
on the 2022 census and are
done to reflect changes in our
population. As a result, your
voting district lines and numbers
might be different. It’s important
to check before you vote in this
years election. Updated maps
and polling locations are available
on the city’s website. You can
also find your polling location by
visiting MNVotes.org.

You Can Vote Early
in Cottage Grove
Did you know that you can apply
for a ballot any time during
the year, except the day of the
election? That’s right! Just be
sure to allow enough time for
your ballot to be received before
election day. The Cottage Grove
in-person absentee and ballot
drop-off site is open MondayFriday from 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
located at the Washington
County Service Center located at
13000 Ravine Parkway. You can
also vote early in person as soon
as Friday, September 23. Any
Washington County resident who
is an eligible voter can vote early.
You can find your polling location
by visiting MNVotes.org.

We’re Looking for our Next
Mayor for a Day!
Calling all Cottage Grove future leaders and
role models ages 8-12! Are you interested
in being our Mayor for a Day? As honorary
Mayor you’ll get the chance to be picked up
from your school by the Chief of Police in
his squad car, check out the Fire Station and
Police Station, have pizza and ask questions
with the (current) Mayor, tour city offices,
ride on a Zamboni and more! Feeling a little
shy? That’s okay! One or both of you parents
are welcome to join us. You’ll even get to
meet the City Council and be presented with
an official certificate that’s yours to keep. If
you’re interested in holding the keys to the
city, we want to hear from you! Write us a
short essay, 250 words or less, explaining
why you would like to be Mayor for a Day
and what your vision is for the future
of Cottage Grove. For more information
and instructions on how to enter, visit
CottageGroveMN.gov/MayorForADay.
Submissions are due October 15.

2019 Mayors for a Day, Olive and Sarah

2021 Mayor for a Day, Lucas from
Crestview Elementary

Green Garden Award Winners

This summer, our horticulturist and interns had the
opportunity to judge the city’s most charming and
sustainable gardens. After a judicious process award
were given in two categories. The residential award is
based on appearance, plant variety and arrangement,
uniqueness, creativity, environmental aesthetics and
upkeep of the entire garden. The sustainability award
focuses less on overall appearance, and more on use
of native plantings, prairie areas, vegetable gardens,
water conservation and/or pollinator areas that aim
to improve our environment. Please help us recognize
and applaud our winners Tom Kiemen (Residential
winner, top) and Kate Hoelscher (Sustainability
winner, bottom).
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Public Safety Open Houses
Police Department Open House

Hydrant
Flushing
Hydrant flushing will begin
(weather permitting) the week of
September 6. This process often
causes discoloration of your
water. The water is safe to drink
but could stain laundry. Check
for discoloration before using
your washer. The Public Works
Department also suggests you
flush out the taps in your home,
as iron deposits tend to build
up in the residential lines. Once
hydrants have been flushed,
open the outside faucets and run
all the cold water taps in your
home until the water runs clear.
This can sometimes take 10 to 30
minutes.

our fire and EMS services will
be focusing their education
Join the Cottage Grove Police
to the public on. Be sure to
Department on Thursday,
follow them on Facebook for
October 6 from 4-7 p.m. at
City Hall for our annual open safety tips for your family all week long.
house. You’ll be able to take Join the Cottage Grove Fire Department
a facility tour and look at our vehicles and on Saturday, October 15 from 10 a.m.
equipment. While you’re there, be sure to to 1 p.m. for our annual open house!
Fire prevention week ends with our Fire
check out our resource fair. Community
groups like SoWashCo CARES, Community Department open house on Saturday,
October 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at our
Education, RiseUp Recovery, Family
Means and more will be there showcasing central fire station. You’ll be able to watch
kitchen fire demonstrations, take a station
resources for residents.
tour, learn from Regions Hospital and
Fire Department Open House
Marathon Refinery how we work together
on the job, hold a fire hose, and even
Fire prevention week begins on Oct. 9
take a whack with a sledgehammer at our
and ends Oct. 15. This year’s motto, ‘Fire
whack-a-car!
Won’t Wait. Plan Your Escape.’ is what

Public Safety Golf
Tournament

Pool Draining
If you have a pool, then this
reminder is for you! City
ordinances state that pools can
only be discharged without
chlorine. If you’re a pool owner,
you should be waiting seven days
after your last chlorine treatment
before discharging pool water to
city storm sewers.

Join the Cottage Grove Public Safety
Board’s 3rd Annual Golf Tournament to
benefit Cottage Grove Police, Fire, and
EMS, Saturday, Sept. 24 at 1 p.m. The
Public Safety Board promotes public
safety by enhancing the capabilities
of the Cottage Grove Public Safety
Departments through financial
support. Sign-up now as an individual
or a foursome at bit.ly/3ct5cvJ. The
cost is $120/per person or $480/per
team. Cost includes golf, a cart and
lunch with the chance to win games
and prizes.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN

Pink Patch Project
This October, Cottage Grove Police
Officers will join the PinkPatchProject.
com by swapping out their regular
patches for pink patches to show their
support in the fight to end breast
cancer. If you would like to purchase
a pink patch, stop by the Public Safety
lobby at City Hall. Proceeds of the $10
patches go to public safety families
who are struggling with cancer. Need
one shipped to you? Have more
questions? Email Reserve Sergeant
Justin VanHalanger at JVanHalanger@
CottageGroveMN.gov.
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Prevent Fires in your Home and Garage
A vast majority of building fires happen could harm your family, destroy your
in the home. Most of the recent dwelling home, and the property that you have in
fires in Cottage Grove have started in
it:
the garage. A residential garage poses
• Working on a project involving
a variety of fire safety risks from highly
gasoline, paints, propane, or other
combustible materials, flammable
flammable materials? Make sure that
liquids, and even flammable gases.
there is adequate ventilation.
All homes with attached garages were
• Store flammable liquids in air-tight
built with a fire wall and fire door
containers, and in small amounts.
between the garage and the house, but
Keep the containers away from
over time these firewalls deteriorate
heaters and other sources of flames.
and become ineffective. Without an
• Only plug one charging tool into an
effective fire wall, a flammable-fed fire
outlet at a time. Plug the charger
in the garage will quickly spread into the
directly into the wall and not an
house.
extension cord. Unplug the tool and
charger when not in use.
We’ve provided some safety tips to help
• Oil and stain-soaked rags can
you reduce the risk of a garage fire that

Fall into River Oaks
The cool breeze, the beautiful colors
and obviously--the perfect course
conditions. There’s no arguing it, fall
golf is the best golf. Don’t miss out
on your opportunity to experience
the perfect day of golf this fall.
Book your tee time by scanning
the QR code below or go online
to RiverOaksMuniGolf.com. As a
reminder, seniors (62+) and juniors
(17 and under) golf
at a discount, as
do Cottage Grove
residents with valid ID.

Learn to Ice Skate
Ice skating classes are offered for
skaters ages 4 and older; regardless
of skating experience. Each season
lessons are offered on Sundays or
Monday at the Cottage Grove Ice
Arena. Our next session begins
in early September. Classes fill
quickly so don’t wait to register.
Rental skates are available if
needed. Register at
the QR code or visit
CottageGroveMN.gov/
Registration.

spontaneously combust. Hang rags
outside until they are completely
dry or used rags in a metal pail with
a tight-fitting cover.
Of course, check your smoke and
carbon monoxide detectors at least
once a month and have an escape plan
in place in case you have a fire.

Make Your MEA
Break Plans Now
The school year may just be starting,
but before you know it those first
few non-school days will take you
by surprise. Stay ahead of the game
by registering now for our Parks and
Recreation MEA break days. Located
at Hamlet Park from 7:30 a.m. to
4 p.m. ages 5-11 can come and
enjoy making crafts, playing games
and getting outside.
Registration is required
for each non-school
day. Oct 20 and 21.
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Steve Dennis, Tony Khambata, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Discover Cottage Grove

Banquets, Parties and
Weddings, Oh My!

Fall is officially upon us and as Cottage Grove residents,
you know what that means. Tons of fun fall and
Halloween activities for you, the whole family and all your
friends to enjoy! From craft shows and apple picking,
to the Haunting Experience and Monster Bash Parade,
Cottage Grove does not disappoint when it comes to fun
and frightful festivities for all ages. To make it easier for
you and visitors coming to our beautiful city, Discover
Cottage Grove has rounded up this years list of fall must
do’s. Visit our website at DiscoverCottageGrove.com or
scan the QR code to view the full event listings.
Just for fun - you’ll also find our Cottage Grove
fall bucket list. Pumpkin Spice Latte? Check.
Fall family photos? Check.

If attendance at summer events like the Strawberry Fest
and the Minnesota State Fair has showed us anything,
it’s that people are ready to get back to socializing and
doing fun activities in full force! Get ahead of the game
by securing your holiday party or festivity date now with
River Oaks. Our excellent customer service is known
throughout the community and our event planner on
staff is here to help you with every detail, each step of the
way. With over 25 years of experience and the capacity
to accommodate up to 225 guests in our event space, we
look forward to making each event a success.
Dates are filling quickly. Scan the QR code to
right or go to RiverOaksMuniGolf.com. We
know you’ll thank yourself later!
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