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Proposed Budget

Pizza Ranch Breaks Ground in
Cottage Grove
On Thursday, September 15, Pizza Ranch,
the long-anticipated restaurant coming to
Harkness Avenue, broke ground just north of
Muddy Cow. This location will have capacity
for approximately 230 people, as well as a
drive-thru window, a FunZone arcade and
party rooms available to rent.

Next year’s proposed budget
includes a property tax levy
increase to 12.6 percent, or
$20,649,710. You might recall
that we have not had significant
levy increases over the last two
years due to COVID.
About 85 percent of the
proposed levy is to fund general
operating services, which
includes things like public safety,
parks and trails maintenance,
winter snow plowing and other
street upkeep. The city’s needs
for services have grown along
with an increasing population.
Even with the property tax levy,
homeowners continue to enjoy a
market value increase and a city
tax rate that has fallen to historic
lows.
Keep an eye on our social media
pages. Additional documentation
and videos about the proposed
budget and levy will be posted.
On November 29 from 6-8 p.m.,
we welcome you to attend our
open house at City Hall. You’ll
be able to ask any questions you
may have directly to city staff.

“We’ve heard loud and clear that people
want some place to take their kids to have
birthday parties,” the mayor said during the groundbreaking.
The owner of this Pizza Ranch, Ernest Swanson, explained to guests at the
groundbreaking about his 40-plus years of experience in the franchise food industry.
He and his family run the day-to-day operations of his successful franchises, and he was
excited to see his plans coming together for this location.
Opening this location has been in the works for several years now. It was back in
2019 that the city council passed the unanimous vote to bring this restaurant to our
community. Then the all-too-familiar struggles of COVID-19 hit and new business
development slowed. Fortunately, the owners persevered and stood by their goal of
opening this location. The application came back to council in early 2022 and was again
approved. Anticipated completion is early 2023.

Oakwood Park Redevelopment

Oakwood Park’s redevelopment
story began in the early 2000s. With
guidance from the city council, parks
and recreation department, and the
Parks, Recreation and Natural Resources
Commission, the city finalized a plan and
appropriated funding with help from
partners at the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources and National Park Service.
Share the news! Take your friends, neighbors and family to Oakwood Park where you
can enjoy a new playground, relax in the hammock grove and take in the views, eat
under the beautiful new picnic shelter, play ball on an improved baseball diamond,
stroll through an oak forest and beautiful flower gardens, and throw a disc at one of
the premier disc golf courses in Minnesota.
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Capture Cottage Grove
2022 Annual Photo Contest
Food Scrap
Recycling at
Public Works
Do you recycle table scraps and
other compostable items? Well,
here is some good news! The
Public Works facility located at
8635 West Point Douglas Road
has a compost dumpster located
behind the building. Just toss
your compostable bag (not a
plastic bag) into the dumpster
and grab a new one, which are
available for free at the drop-off
site. If you want to start leading a
more sustainable lifestyle and are
interested in composting,
counter top recycling bins are
located in the lobby of Public
Works and City Hall and are free
for Cottage Grove residents. Just
stop by during business hours to
pick one up.
Examples of compostable scraps
and items include:
• Fruits and vegetables
• Meat, fish, poultry and bones
• Eggs and egg shells
• Bread, pasta, beans and rice
• Paper towels, napkins and
tissues
• Pizza delivery boxes
For a full list of what is and isn’t
acceptable for composting, visit
CottageGroveMN.gov/
FoodScraps.

Have you snapped a perfectly poised
picture recently? Maybe a candid snapshot
of a loved one or something exciting
around town? The City of Cottage Grove
enjoys showcasing our community in a
number of ways, including our residents’
and visitors’ unique points of view.
The City of Cottage Grove is now accepting
photo submissions during October and
November. Submitted photos are reviewed
and voted on by city staff.
Though subject and photo quality are
always important, our favorite photos are
the ones that illustrate and celebrate our
community through the point of view of
the photographer.

Chickens & Ducks
Did you know that at the April 6 city
council meeting, Cottage Grove passed
an ordinance allowing residents
who have five acres or less to keep a
maximum of six chickens or ducks on
their property? A permit is required
prior to having chickens and/or ducks
and applicants must show evidence
of a completed poultry keeping
course, pay a $100 permit fee and
comply with accessory structure
requirements. For more information
and to apply visit CottageGroveMN.
gov/ChickensAndDucks or contact the
City Clerk at 651-458-2878.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN

Photos must be taken within city limits
in 2022. The submission deadline is
November 30 and each category winner
will receive $75. Categories include:
Business, People, Celebrations & Events,
City Parks or Landmarks and Wildlife &
Nature.
To learn more and submit photos, go to:
CottageGroveMN.gov/2022PhotoContest

Fall Yard Waste
The warmer temps are cooling
down and it’s only a matter of time
until fall clean-up begins. Here’s a
few tips to remember:
• Rake and bag leaves throughout
your yard, under trees, along the
curb and on top of storm drains
• Mulch any strays with your
mower
It’s illegal to throw yard
waste into garbage bins.
Scan the QR Code to the
right to learn where you
can take your waste.
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Resources for Residents
Do you, a loved one, or a neighbor need a little extra help? Whether you or someone you know is facing food insecurity,
homelessness, or need help with transportation, finances, rental assistance and more, we want to make sure you know where
you can receive help.
Cottage Grove residents can get immediate help from two local food shelves that
serve our area: Friends in Need Food Shelf (FINFood.org) and Open Cupboard
(OpenCupboard.org). Friends in Need is open Tuesdays from 8 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. and
Wednesdays from 5:30 -6:30 p.m. in St. Paul Park. Friends in Need recommends making
an appointment by calling 651-458-0730 on Mondays between 12 -3 p.m. or Tuesday
mornings after 7:30 a.m.
For those with access to transportation, Open Cupboard has a drive-up food shelf in South Oakdale that provides a week’s
worth of groceries. For those with a shorter need, Open Cupboard has two Oakdale-based free grocery stores called Today’s
Harvest. Today’s Harvest is intended as a shorter supply of food because food items that have a shorter shelf life.
In addition, Washington and Ramsey County residents can request free food pack deliveries from local food shelves. For more
information on this and other services such as SNAP, visit the Washington County website at bit.ly/WashCountyFoodResources.
For Cottage Grove residents specifically, Washington County has a list of food and economic support resources on their
website bit.ly/CGResourcesWashCo.

Street Sweeping
The removal of trash and debris
from roads reduces storm drain
maintenance needs, protects water
quality, and reduces flooding risk.
Street sweeping is a pollution
prevention service that protects the
city’s waterways and infrastructure.
It also provides a community benefit
by cleaning, beautifying and making
city streets safer. This Fall, sweeping
will take place once fire hydrants are
flushed and the majority of leaves
have fallen. Please remember not
to blow or rake leaves or yard waste
into the street.

What’s Happening at
River Oaks?

Lovely Views and
Temps for Fall Golf

In addition to the perfect temps
and sights for Fall Golf, River
Oaks will also be featuring Friday
Night Specialty Dinners on select
nights. Mark your calendars now
for November 4 and 18 as well as
December 16. These dinners will
feature their popular fish, steak
chicken, pasta, burgers and more.
Reservations can be made through
RiverOaksMuniGolf.com or by calling
651-438-2121.

The cool breeze, the beautiful colors
and obviously the perfect course
conditions. Don’t miss out on your
opportunity to experience the
perfect day of golf this fall. Book
your tee time by scanning the QR
code or visit to RiverOaksMuniGolf.
com. As a reminder, seniors (62+)
and juniors (17 and
under) golf at a
discount, as do Cottage
Grove residents with a
valid ID.

CottageGroveMN.gov

CITY HALL
12800 Ravine Parkway South
Cottage Grove, MN 55016
CottageGroveMN.gov | 651-458-2800
Mayor Myron Bailey and Council Members
Steve Dennis, Tony Khambata, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Skating Spooktacular

Second Annual Pumpkin Chuck

Celebrate Halloween this year at the Ice Arena. Dress up
in your fun, spooky or silly Halloween costume, grab your
skates and helmet and get ready for a unique night of
fun. Our parks and recreation team will be transforming
the south rink into the ultimate family-friendly party
complete with fog, decorations, music and
goodies. All ages are welcome. Advanced
registration is required at the QR Code or
CottageGroveMN.gov/TicketSales.

Calling all ghosts, ghouls and pumpkins of all sizes! Join
us at Peter Thompson Park on Thursday, November 3
for a party. What kind of party, you ask? It’s a PUMPKIN
CHUCKIN’ PARTY! Our parks and recreation team will be
on site as you bring your pumpkins to chuck, roll, toss and
smash. We’encourage your family to wear their Halloween
costumes one last time for the season! This is a free
family-fun event and our staff will even dispose of the
pumpkins and guts for you!

SKATING SPOOKTACULAR
Wednesday, Oct. 26 | Cottage Grove Ice Arena
6:30 - 8 p.m. | $10 | Rental skates available for $5
Session 1: 5-6 p.m. | Session 2: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

PUMPKIN CHUCK
Thursday, Nov. 3 | Peter Thompson Park
3:30-5:30 p.m. | FREE | All ages
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ZONING CODE
UPDATE
FREQUENTLY
ASKED QUESTIONS
What is a zoning code?
Zoning codes are the rules that determine
what can be built and where in each city.
They are the primary tool the City of
Cottage Grove uses to implement the
vision of the 2040 Comprehensive Plan.

What is the purpose of the
zoning code update?
Ensure a balanced community
Regulate specific uses within each
zoning district
Create stability within districts
Predict the range of uses and building
types within each zoning district

Why update the city’s current
zoning code?
To provide consistency with state
statutes and laws that have changed
over the years.
To align the code with the city’s 2040
Comprehensive Plan.
To address inconsistencies, issues and
topics identified by the City Council,
city staff, and the public.
To have a user-friendly code that is
understandable and applicable to
current standards.

What is the 2040
Comprehensive Plan?
The 2040 Comprehensive Plan was adopted in
2020. It is a guide for community growth,
redevelopment, and overall improvement of the
city. The plan includes the city’s land use plan,
goals, objectives and direction of the
community related to housing, economic
development, transportation, parks and trails,
open space and utilities. More information on
the 2040 comprehensive plan can be found at
CottageGroveMN.gov/ComprehensivePlan.

Changes to the zoning code
allow us to
Create the ability to reorganize, reformat, and
consolidate zoning code.
Create the potential to address development
topics that need additional consideration.

How could my property be
affected in the zoning code
update?
Most property zones will be unaffected. For
zoning maps and specific information relating to
your property, please visit our interactive map at
CottageGroveMN.gov/2022ZoningUpdate.

How can I get involved?
Public open houses will be announced on the
above website soon.

Have comments or suggestions? Contact the planning
department at CGPlanning@CottageGroveMN.gov.

