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Cottage Grove Reports
Updates on Clean
Water for
Cottage Grove
The Goodview
Avenue
neighborhood
water main
extension to
the Goodview
Avenue neighborhood will soon
be complete. This project made
treated city water available to 42
properties that previously drew
from private wells containing
varying amount of PFAS
contamination.
Design is underway and testing
has been completed for drilling a
new treated well that will replace
two contaminated wells. It will be
located at the northeast corner
of 110th Street and Ideal Avenue
South and will feed the new
water treatment plant proposed
for the same property. The city is
working aggressively to get the
new water treatment plant out
to bid and under construction as
soon as possible. This will be the
first of two permanent treatment
plants to be constructed,
which will replace the current
temporary plants.
Visit CottageGroveMN.gov/
watertreatment to see updates of
completed and ongoing projects
in the Clean Water for Cottage
Grove plan. These projects
are paid for with funds from a
settlement with 3M. Our priority
remains delivering safe drinking
water to residents.

Cottage Grove Re-elects Three
City Council Members
Another voting
season is in the
books.
City council
elections in Cottage
Grove are held in
November of evennumbered years.
Council members
are elected to
Pictured: Dave Thiede (left), Steve Dennis (center), Tony Khambata (right)
four-year terms.
This year, three city
council members ran unopposed: Dave Thiede, Steve Dennis, and Tony Khambata.
In a recent video, Dave Thiede spoke about the council’s goal of “making Cottage Grove
the largest small city in the metro by providing greater value, which equals more amenities
with controlled costs.” He highlighted the fact that tax rates in the city have gone from 45
percent in 2013 to a projected 35 percent in 2023.
Dave was first elected to the city council in 2010. This will mark the beginning of his
fourth term. Prior to serving as a council member, Dave was on a variety of the city’s
commissions. He has also been the Strawberry Fest treasurer since 2017.
Steve Dennis began serving on the city council in January 2015. For his third term, Steve
wants to focus on sensible fiscal practices that promote economic prosperity. Steve
has been the mayor pro tem for six of his eight years in office, the vice president of the
Economic Development Authority, and chairman of the board of the city’s convention and
visitors bureau, Discover Cottage Grove.
Steve recently called it his honor to “work on behalf of all residents by listening to the
needs and ideas shared ... and then doing my part to deliver happiness while promoting
community satisfaction and pride. Cottage Grove is more than a city. It’s our home.”
Tony Khambata replaced previous Council Member LaRae Mills when she stepped down
last October. Tony was also the chair of the city’s planning commission and has been a
member of the Cottage Grove Chamber of Commerce since 2016.
“As a lifelong resident of Cottage Grove, I am grateful for the opportunities our community
has afforded me,” said Tony. “I am vested in our community, I have a personal stake in
contributing to our continued success, to offer those opportunities for future generations.”
These three council members will take part in a swearing-in ceremony in January.
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Badge Ceremony for Public
Safety Employees
HERO Center
Shooting Range
With hunting season underway,
get some practice at the HERO
Center. The shooting range is
open to the public Saturdays
and Sundays 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Cottage Grove residents pay
$18 per lane for one shooter or
$29 per lane for two shooters.
Reserve a lane at HeroCenterMN.
org/shooting-range.
In addition to the shooting
range, the HERO Center offers
public training courses on basic
life support and CPR, firearm
safety, permit to carry, and intro
to handguns. Learn more at
HEROCenterMN.org.

On Oct. 19 at City Hall, a badge-pinning
ceremony was held to swear in five public
safety employees who had completed
training and probation periods.

Michael has been involved in fire and EMS

since he started his career as a volunteer
firefighter/EMT in Eau Claire, WI. Sydney
was hired as a deputy sheriff at Washington
County prior to joining CGPD. Evan worked
as a Community Service Officer for both
Woodbury and Cottage Grove. Jude started
his career as a Washington County Explorer
before becoming a Community Service
Officer for Cottage Grove. Gavin started
his career as a Reserve Officer before
becoming a Community Service Officer.

Truth in Taxation

Winter Parking Ban

You can now go to Cottage Grove’s
YouTube channel to watch a short
video about the proposed 2023
property tax levy. As part of the budget
process, annual rate adjustments are
considered to maintain funding levels
for city services. All are invited on
Nov. 29 at 6 p.m. to an open house at
City Hall to answer questions about
the budget, the proposed levy, or the
budget information insert you will
receive this month with your proposed
property tax notice. On Dec. 7, the city
council will adopt the final budget for
next year.

To make snowplowing more efficient
and effective, parking on city streets is
banned between 2-6 a.m. from Nov. 1
through March 31. During snow events,
street parking is not permitted at any
time of day. In addition, the following
regulations will be in effect:
• Vehicles parked on the street during
ban times will be towed at the
owner’s expense.
• Residents and businesses are not
permitted to plow and/or blow snow
into or across city streets.
• Remember to clear mailboxes to
prevent damage during snowplowing.

Firefighter Michael Campbell, Police
Officers Sydney Whelan, Evan Davick, Jude
Torning and Gavin Foote were the five
individuals recognized.

Utility Assistance
If you need help with your energy
and water bills, you can contact
Community Action, a partnership
of Ramsey and Washington
Counties at www.caprw.org or
651-645-6470. This program
helps thousands of families pay
energy and water bills and can
improve the efficiency of their
homes.
In addition to utility assistance,
Community Action offers services
like low-interest car loans and
guidance for purchasing a car,
and free tax clinics to complete
your income tax returns.

Follow us on social media @CottageGroveMN
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When You Cook, Stay and Look
Winter is the most dangerous time of the year for home
• Have your furnace professionally serviced and clean your
fires. In Minnesota, 41% of home fire deaths happen in
chimney each year; 20% of home fire deaths involve
November, December and January. Adding to the fire danger
malfunctioning heating equipment.
is holiday cooking and combustible holiday decor. Below are
• Use power strips with surge protection instead of extension
some fire safety tips to help you prepare for winter:
cords.
• Never use the stove or oven to heat your home; they can • Use battery-powered candles instead of open-flame
produce deadly carbon monoxide.
candles. Open flame is the third-leading cause of home fires
• Make sure you have working smoke and carbon
in Minnesota.
monoxide alarms. Test them monthly and change the
• Have at least one portable fire extinguisher and know how
batteries once a year.
to use it.
• Have a fire escape plan and practice it.
For more information about fire safety, please
• When you cook, stay and look. Unattended cooking is
contact the Cottage Grove Fire Department at
the leading cause of building fires.
651-428-2862 or CottageGroveMN.gov/FireEMS.

Zoning Code Update
The City of Cottage Grove has been undertaking a citywide zoning code
update and rewrite. This process has been undertaken with the intent of
creating a user-friendly and modern day zoning code that is effective and
simple for all users. The current zoning code has not been updated in its
entirety since 1971, over 50 years ago. Throughout the years, the current
zoning code has been amended numerous times, making it difficult to
locate information and causing inconsistencies throughout the city code.
The current zoning code also lacks modern user-friendly language, graphics,
and review processes. Because of this, the city completed a comprehensive
rewriting of the zoning code in its entirety.
Please consider attending one of the upcoming open houses to learn if any
of the proposed zoning code changes will impact your property, or to ask
staff questions regarding the changes. The open houses will include exhibits
that describe the various code updates as well as the ability to use an
interactive map to see if the update affects your property. There will not be
a formal presentation at any of the open houses. If you are unable to attend
one of the open houses, you can utilize the city’s 2022 zoning code update
web page that can be viewed at CottageGroveMN.gov/2022ZoningUpdate.
This page includes a link to the interactive map that will be
utilized at the open houses. Reach out to staff with your
questions by email at CGPlanning@CottageGroveMN.gov or
by calling 651-458-2827.

Open houses
Dec. 1, 2022 — Training Room at City Hall from 4-7 p.m.
Dec. 6, 2022 — Training Room at City Hall from 8-11 a.m. and 4-7 p.m.

Disclaimer: This map is intended for reference purposes
only and is not an official survey. The City of Cottage
Grove shall not be liable for any damages or claims that
arise due to accuracy, availability, use or misuse of the information herein pursuant to MN Statute 466.03 Subd 21.
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Mayor Myron Bailey and Council Members
Steve Dennis, Tony Khambata, Justin Olsen and Dave Thiede

Are You Our Next Warming
House Supervisor?
The Cottage Grove recreation department is hiring
warming house supervisors. Supervisors provide
customer service, ensure building cleanliness, and track
usage at seven warming houses and outdoor skating
rinks at various city parks. Positions run from Dec. 26,
2022 through March 2023. The parks department is
specifically looking for Thursday and Friday morning
shifts, and Thursday-Sunday evening shifts.
Apply online by scanning the QR code at
the left. If you have a positive attitude and
are driven to offer exceptional customer
service, we want to meet you!

Give the Gift of Golf
Spend time with friends, learn something new, reduce
stress, stay fit, have fun. If one or all of these isn’t
reason to give the gift of golf this year, we have one
more for you: from Black Friday to Cyber Monday, when
you buy $100 worth of River Oaks gift cards, you’ll
receive an additional $20 gift card! Surprise a special
someone in your life with new memories at River Oaks.
Use the QR code to the right or visit the course website
at RiverOaksMuniGolf.com to purchase
electronic gift cards that can be redeemed
for all goods and services at the club,
excluding private lessons.
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Hale to the Bird 5K

Nov. 24 | Race begins 9 a.m. | Hamlet Park
The annual Hale to the Bird Thanksgiving
morning 5K was started by locals who
wanted the charm of a 'small town' run
and to raise money for Friends In Need
food shelf. Register at
bit.ly/HaletotheBird22.

Holiday Lights Tour
Nov. 28 - Dec. 31
Take a leisurely drive through Cottage Grove
this holiday season to experience the warm
glow, charm and sense of pride our residents
show over the holidays with outdoor light
displays. The map will open on Nov. 28 at
CottageGroveMN.gov/LightsDisplay.

Hometown Holiday
Celebration
Nov. 30 | 5-7 p.m. | City Hall
Join us for a night of holiday cheer with
Santa, Mrs. Claus, their (live!) reindeer
helpers, food trucks, kid's activities,
bonfires, wagon rides, holiday music and
more! Learn more at
CottageGroveMN.gov/HometownHoliday.

in C otta g e G r o v e
Fill Up a Fire Truck
Dec. 3 | 10 a.m.-12 p.m. | Hamlet Park
Help spread holiday cheer by filling up a
fire truck with cash, paper towel and
toilet paper donations for the Friends in
Need food shelf. Learn more at
bit.ly/FINHolidayTrain22.

Santa Breakfast
Dec. 11 | 9:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m. | River Oaks
Bring the whole family down to enjoy a
breakfast straight from the North Pole!
After, snap some photos with Santa and
take an enchanted ride around the golf
course on Santa's sleigh. Register by
calling 651-438-2121 x3.

Canadian Pacific
Holiday Train
Dec. 12 | 3:30-5:45 p.m.
The brightly lit Canadian Pacific (CP) Holiday
Train will return to Cottage Grove this year
bringing with it a trainload of fun and
entertainment. Festivities begin at 3:30 p.m.
with the train's arrival at 5 p.m. and live
musical performances from 5:15-5:45 p.m.
Learn more at bit.ly/FINHolidayTrain22

